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1 . POLCOUNS TOOK OPPORTUNITY OP BEING CALLED TO FOREIGN MINISTRY 
MAY 18 BY DEPUTY HEAD OF SIXTH DEPARTMENT NOVOTNY TO DISCUSS A 
LOCAL PROBLEM TO POINT OUT THAT EMBASSY WAS CONCERNED ABOUT RECENT 
EXTREMELY NEGATIVE MEDIA TREATMENT OF US AND ITS POTENTIAL ADVERSE 
EFFECTS ON RELATIONS. HE SAID WE WERE ESPECIALLY CONCERNED 
BECAUSE MEDIA LINE WAS SWINGING EVER CLOSER TO PERSONAL 

ATTACKS ON PRESIDENT CARTER. HE NOTED THAT WE HAD BROUGHT OUR 
CONCERN TO WASHINGTON'S ATTENTION (THIS WAS BEFORE RECEIPT OF 
STATE REPTEL). NOVOTNY TOOK NOTE OP STATEMENT. 

2. POLCOUNS ALSO BROUGHT UP INCIDENT OF PROFESSOR MILNE HOLTON, 

WHO ARRIVED IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA UNDER AUSPICES OF USIS AND 
CZECH MINISTRY OF EDUCATION TO LECTURE ON POETRY MAY 14. 

BORDER AUTHORITIES AT PRAGUE AIRPORT (APPARENTLY POLICE, NOT 
CUSTOMS) HELD HIM FOR TWO AND ONE HALF HOURS WHILE THEY SEARCHED ALL 
HIS BAGGAGE, GIVING SPECIAL ATTENTION TO LECTURE MATERIALS AND 
BOOKS. HOLTON WAS ALLOWED ONE TELEPHONE CALL TO EMBASSY AND WAS 
NOT PUT IN TOUCH WITH MINISTRY OP EDUCATION OFFICIAL AT AIRPORT TO 
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GREET HIM. POLCOUNS POINTED OUT THAT AUTHORITIES OBVIOUSLY HAD 
RIGHT TO SEARCH ANYONE NOT UNDER DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY, BUT THAT 
THIS SORT OF TREATMENT OF A WELL-KNOWN STUDENT OF POETRY VISITING 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA AT INVITATION OP A GOVERNMENT INSTITUTION WAS 
DIFPICULT TO COMPREHEND. NOVOTNY CAME AS CLOSE TO AN APOLOGY AS 
WE HAVE HAD IN ANY RECENT INCIDENT, SAYING THAT MPA OPFICIALS WERE 
OFTEN UNHAPPY WITH BEHAVIOR OF BORDER AUTHORITIES, THAT HE 
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THOUGHT THERE HAD BEEN SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT IMPROVEMENT IS A 
SLOW PROCESS. 

BYRNE 
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